
Coronavirus Update as of March 31, 2020 

The World Health Organiza@on has classified the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak as a pandemic and 
President Trump has declared a na@onal emergency in the U.S. He has recommended gatherings should 
be limited to 10 people through April 30.  

Des@na@on DC, the official des@na@on marke@ng organiza@on for Washington, DC, is working in 
coordina@on with industry partners including the U.S. Travel Associa@on, Events DC, the Hotel 
Associa@on of Washington, DC, Restaurant Associa@on Metropolitan Washington and local officials in 
line with guidance from the CDC to communicate current informa@on. 

Current travel restric@ons:  
• On Saturday, March 28, the CDC urged residents of New York, New Jersey and Connec@cut to 

refrain from non-essen@al domes@c travel for 14 days  
• Travel is currently restricted to the U.S. from Europe  
• The White House has said discre@onary travel should be avoided and warned against 

interna@onal travel; see advisories here 
• The U.S.-Canada and U.S.-Mexico borders are restricted.    

Muriel E. Bowser, Mayor of the District of Columbia, has declared a state of emergency and public health 
emergency in DC, which enables her to enforce quaran@nes, cancella@ons and other emergency 
response efforts. DC Health and the DC Homeland Security and Emergency Management Agency are 
leading the response locally. Please note the following local updates:  

• DC Health has banned gatherings of 10 or more people through April 24.  
• Currently, restaurants, bars and taverns are carry-out or delivery only. Non-essen@al businesses 

including health clubs, gyms, theaters, stores and salons are closed through April 24. 
• There are currently 495 confirmed cases in DC. Mayor Bowser expects cases to surge in May. The 

latest data is at coronavirus.dc.gov 
• DC Health guidance for the general public 
• Des@na@on DC has a landing page that includes impact to the District, coronavirus-related closures 

and canceled events, ways to support local businesses, DC hotels that are open and more at 
washington.org/dc-informa@on/coronavirus. 

• Events DC has closed and suspended opera@ons at venues (Walter E. Washington Conven@on Center, 
Entertainment and Sports Arena, RFK Stadium, DC Armory, The Fields at RFK Campus, Skate Park at 
RFK Campus, Fes@val Grounds at RFK Campus, Gateway DC and R.I.S.E. Demonstra@on Center) 
through April 27.  

• Visitors and locals are discouraged from visi@ng the cherry blossoms. Roads around the Tidal Basin 
are closed, MPD and the DC Na@onal Guard have restricted bicycle and pedestrian access.  

• Metro urges the public to stay home and use Metro only if there are no other op@ons available; 19 
sta@ons are closed including Smithsonian and Arlington Cemetery.  

• DC Circulator suspended fares and suspended its Na@onal Mall routes. 
• Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority COVID-19 informa@on  
• Regional hotels are implemen@ng proac@ve strategies, following CDC guidelines and monitoring the 

informa@on from local government agencies as they manage this issue with the wellbeing of hotel 
guests being of paramount concern. 

• Restaurant Associa@on Metropolitan Washington COVID-19 resources 
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https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2020/s038-travel-advisory.html
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/proclamation-suspension-entry-immigrants-nonimmigrants-certain-additional-persons-pose-risk-transmitting-coronavirus-2/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/map-and-travel-notices.html
https://mayor.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/mayormb/release_content/attachments/MO.DeclarationofPublicEmergency03.11.20.pdf
https://coronavirus.dc.gov/
https://www.nbcwashington.com/news/local/dc-opens-test-center-for-first-responders-says-surge-in-cases-is-expected-in-may/2258328/
https://coronavirus.dc.gov/
https://coronavirus.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/coronavirus/publication/attachments/COVID-19_DC_Health_General_Guidance_for_the_Public.pdf
https://washington.org/dc-information/coronavirus
https://washington.org/dc-information/coronavirus-travel-update-washington-dc
https://washington.org/dc-information/coronavirus-event-attraction-information
https://washington.org/dc-information/coronavirus-event-attraction-information
https://washington.org/dc-information/how-to-support-dc-businesses-coronavirus
https://washington.org/dc-information/open-hotels
https://washington.org/dc-information/coronavirus
http://www.eventsdc.com/NewsRoom/News/Updated-COVID19-Statement-(1).aspx
https://www.wmata.com/about/news/COVID-19-Service-Update-4-Station-Closures.cfm#main-content
https://www.dccirculator.com/ddot-suspends-dc-circulator-fares/
https://www.mwaa.com/about/important-information-about-covid-19-coronavirus
https://www.ramw.org/blog


• The Na@onal Park Service (NPS) Office of Public Health and the U.S. Public Health Service officers 
assigned to the NPS are closely monitoring the situa@on and keeping park staffs informed, relying on 
the most updated data and informa@on from the CDC.  

Industry/Mee@ngs Resources: 
• U.S. Travel Associa@on’s comprehensive informa@on for the travel industry 
• CDC’s guide for businesses 
• PCMA FAQs and  recovery plan 

Na@onal/Interna@onal Resources:  
• CDC travel no@ces 
• CDC COVID-19 webpage  
• WHO COVID-19 webpage 

Please let us know if you have any ques@ons.  

 
Ellioh L. Ferguson, II 
President and CEO 
Des@na@on DC
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https://www.ustravel.org/toolkit/emergency-preparedness-and-response-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/guidance-business-response.html
https://www.pcma.org/coronavirus-business-events-professionals-need-to-know-faq/
https://www.pcma.org/covid-19-coronavirus-business-events-industry-update/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019

